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Two thousand years ago in the middle east when educated people looked up in the sky they thought that 
glittering lights hung from a dark backdrop.  When a meteor landed they reasoned that one of the 
glittering parts had fallen down.  It was not until the late 1800s did astronomers reason the stars were 
burning balls of fuel in space, like our sun, and calculated their distance.  Even then they initially 
thought that those calculations must be in error because the distances that were derived were so vast.

Two thousand years ago there was no such thing as electricity.  At night it was dark unless someone lit 
a fire.  Not only was there no Internet, Television, nor Computers – there were not even printed books.  
The most common form of communication of information was for someone to walk somewhere else 
and then to discuss.  An official edict would be done by carrying a hand written letter.

Only the rich part of the nicest of large cities had running water.  People in the cities would piss and 
poop in pots, and then throw it out the window.  Back windows may be more convenient.  On the street 
this and other refuse joined the defecation from the animals used for transportation.  A small village 
would be more organized, with a particular place for people to go.

In populated areas there were regular outbreaks of Cholera and other diseases.  Parasites lived in the 
water.  There were no microscopes so people did not know that little bugs caused diseases.   People did 
not wash their hands – the same hands that worked with animals might be those to deliver babies.

Similar conditions can still be found in parts of the world today.

A common form of entertainment was to listen to people debate.  Homeless philosophers wandered 
from village to village where they would debate what the stars actually were, what caused diseases, and 
other pressing questions.  Rather than saying that the stars were suns far away, some reasoned they 
were angels watching us.  They reasoned that disease was caused by bad spirits. Their knowledge was 
encyclopedic and fascinating, but mostly just fanciful products of imagination. There was no scientific 
method, so the answers were untested and treated as though only questions of philosophy.  

Some philosophers brought with them exotic thoughts from Greece or Persian.  Zoroaster in Persia had 
invented a new concept of heaven and hell that differed from the underworld of the Greeks where every 
soul went after the body died.  In his view the underworld was a place of torture for the souls of people 
who had been bad, while heaven was a paradise for people who had been virtuous.  This tied in nicely 
as the stars that were angels were the spirits of goodly people, and the bad spirits that caused diseases 
were then daemons from hell.

At this time the primary concern of most people, whether they be individuals, or states, was to protect 
their territory and possessions.  (Right up next to this was the importance of knowing when to plant 
crops.)  To protect their territory people relied largely on what in game theory is known as tit-for-tat.  
The idea here is that if someone does something bad to you, then you do something bad to them.  
Adherents of this rule believe this dissuaded people from doing something bad, as others wouldn't want 
to suffer retaliation.   This is the same rule used during the cold war.  It is also becoming a fashionable 
ethic for personal and business relationships today.

One philosopher who was not from the great centers of learning, but who had a local following, 
proposed a different rule, that of 'love your neighbor'.   People of power were very threatened by his 
concept, and rightfully so.   The concept of 'love your neighbor' would mean that the peasants would 



not rise up to throw off Roman rule, nor even try.  'Render onto Caesar what is Caesar's' would even 
mean that taxes would continue to be paid.

Pacifism was at least 500 years old as a philosophy at this time.  It had been used successfully by some 
states in Northern India to throw off feudalism that found power through Brahmanism.  These ideas had 
surely been carried to the middle east through learned people.  Independent of its source, it is clear that 
Jesus resonated with this philosophy.

In the east the message of pure pacifism of Theravada was found impractical and modified in China to 
be a question of heart when defending territory.   In the west the philosophy of pure pacifism was 
modified by Constantine. 

The philosophy of 'love your neighbor' is a hallmark in the transition from people being like other 
animals constantly protecting territory, to that of people forming civilization based on cooperation and 
reasoned solutions to problems.  In other words it is in our particular history the means of introducing 
technology and creating the modern age.

Jesus was crucified for having proposed 'love your neighbor'.  His followers were so shocked at the 
viciousness of the response to such a seemingly innocuous philosophy that they labored to memorialize 
the man and the event.  The crucification demonstrated that the common person's problems were not 
due to Roman rule, but were due to corruption of mind.   The battle for territory was elevated into one 
of battle for mindscape.  This is true independent of one's belief about holy inspiration or incarnation.

Those who crucified Jesus did get to have their rebellion, and it was a disaster resulting in Jerusalem 
being raised and the diaspora of the population.  Ironically today Israel is still suffering for lack of 
loving its neighbors. Instead of implementing a Marshal plan to engage everyone in building a better 
future, they are arguing over territory boundaries.

I see no reason to require that Jesus had anything to do with God, or was God incarnate, in order to see 
that the practice of 'love your neighbor' makes for a world with less suffering.   I also see that raising 
conflict from the level of fighting over physical territories to one of establishing mindscape, i.e. of  
debating and applying science to finding answers, is also a lot more fun.


